
 
 BUCKINGHAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                                                                                            March 7, 2021 

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

11:00 A.M.  
Rev. Mark Piedmonte 

Music Director – Gregory Fraser 
* Congregation will stand 

 
 

PRELUDE with SILENT PRAYERS: Chopin Waltz in A Minor 
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - During Covid, masks are required. There will be no singing other than 
by the minister and organist.  At this time there is no need to stand during designated hymns.  Hymn lyrics 
are provided as inserts so you may participate spiritually. We do not touch hymnals, friendship pads, Bibles, 
or offering plates. Place offering in plate upon entrance or when exiting.   
 
MISSION MOMENT:  Operation We Care 
INTROIT:  “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  ” (See Insert to follow along) 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (1 Corinthians 1:18, 23-25) 

Leader: The message of the cross sounds foolish to the world;  
All:  But to us it is the power of God! 
Leader: We proclaim the scandal of Christ crucified. 
All:  The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
our strength. 

*OPENING PRAYER 
Leader:  Let us pray: 
All:  Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, that we may become instruments 
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

*OPENING HYMN:  “How Great Thou Art” (See Insert)        
CALL TO CONFESSION  

Leader: In the cross of Christ, though, we find forgiveness and grace. Let us confess our sins, then, trusting 
in God’s wisdom and strength rather than our own. Let us pray:  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All: God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have strayed 
from you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when 
we are stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored 
your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

MOMENT OF SILENT CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are forgiven and set 
free to live in faithfulness with God and with one another!  
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI     
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be.  World without end.  Amen.  Amen.             

*PASSING OF THE PEACE:   

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with all of you.  All: And also with you. 

Leader:  Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace with each other in community.  

(turn to extend signs of peace to neighbors from a distance) 

YOUTH MESSAGE:  “Be Cool, Fool!”                                                                               Rev. Mark Piedmonte                                                                                 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Leader: Let us pray: 
All: Gracious God, on our way in the wilderness, guide us, by your Word, through these forty 
days, and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be reformed, restored, and 
renewed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
1 Corinthians 1:18–25 Sung Response (Psalm 19 Your Law O Lord is Perfect)   
John 2:13–22 

Response to God’s Word 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord!  All: Thanks be to God! 

SERMON: “Being Foolish”                                                                                                 Rev. Mark Piedmonte                                                                                                                                 
*HYMN: “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” (See Insert)  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

PRAYERS FOR JOYS AND CONCERNS (Please be seated) 
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)   

OFFERING / DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN: “Lift High the Cross” (See Insert) 

*BENEDICTION / RESPONSE: Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of 

every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. Go now 

in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. God will be there 

watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

POSTLUDE: Mozart Sonata in A minor: Movement 1 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TODAY, March 7, 2021                                                                                                                     3rd  Sunday in Lent 

9:00am 
11:00am 
 

CONTEMPORARY Worship Service – Taylor Hall 
TRADITIONAL Worship Service – Sanctuary; Greeter is Deacon Carol Rose 
 

THIS WEEK:  March 8-13, 2021 

Monday, March 8 
Tuesday, March 9 
Wednesday, March 10 
Thursday, March 11 
Friday, March 12 
 

Sharing & Caring 6:30pm 
Trustee Meeting 6:30pm 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 1-3pm (additional information below) 
Bible Study 6-7:30pm 
S’More Time with Jesus: Family Bingo Nite 6pm 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

Sunday, March 14 
Saturday, March 20 
Sunday, March 21 
Friday, March 26 
Sunday, March 28 
Thursday, April 1 
Friday, April 2 
Sunday, April 4 

Daylight Saving Time Begins  
Drive-thru/Delivery Dinner 4-50pm (see below for more info) 
9am Service will meet in Kortright Chapel 
Messy Church “Holy Week” 6pm 
Palm Sunday (Easter Flower order due) 
Maundy Thursday 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday – One Great Hour of Sharing special offering 

 

 MARCH DINNER, SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2021, DRIVE UP OR DELIVERY 4:00 - 5:30 - BBQ BEEF 
SANDWICH OR HOT DOG, COLE SLAW, BAKED BEANS AND DESSERT.  PLEASE PLACE YOUR 
ORDERS BEFORE THURSDAY, MARCH 18 USING THE SIGN UP SHEETS AT CHURCH OR BY 
CALLING OR TEXTING CINDI PRUITT (443-880-5502). INDICATE HOW MANY OF EACH ENTREE YOU 
NEED AS WELL AS WHETHER YOU WILL PICK UP YOUR DINNERS OR WOULD LIKE THEM TO BE 
DELIVERED. SPREAD THE WORD AND SHARE THIS OUTREACH WITH YOUR FRIENDS, 
NEIGHBORS, ANYONE WHO WOULD BENEFIT FROM A HOT, HOMEMADE MEAL. 

 Sunday, March 21st – The 9am service will meet in Kortright Chapel – Help is needed for a temporary 
set-up the week before.  (PLEASE NOTE – The move to Kortright is still very much in the envisioning 
process.  Input from ALL BPC Members is encouraged and many opportunities for open discussions will be 
made available.  You may also feel free to discuss with Pastor Mark or any Session member.  The service 
on the 21st is a trial with the help of Bill Dicksson, an audio/visual expert who has agreed to volounteer his 
time to help us envision the space and suggest needed equipment). 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Will meet Wednesdays from 1-3pm – open to anyone interested in joining, even if 
you do not crochet or knit.  We are also willing to teach anyone who wants to learn. The purpose of the 
ministry is to provide prayer shawls or lap blankets for someone who is in need of an expression of God’s 
love.  For further information, contact Cindy Scukanec 410-726-7713. 

 Mission for March:  Operation We Care.  There is a box in the hall for the supplies for Operation We Care. 
The shopping list was included in the March Gram and a copy is posted on the bulletin board. 

 Easter Egg Hunt:   We are looking for donations for individually wrapped candy and small egg-size toys for 
the Easter Egg Hunt.  There will be a basket provided for the candy. 
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INTROIT: GOD, WHO STRETCHED THE SPANGLED HEAVENS 
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OPENING HYMN: HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,  
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Chorus: 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  
 
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,  
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees. 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. [Chorus] 
 
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  
That on a Cross, my burdens gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin. [Chorus] 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,  
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!"[Chorus]  
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2ND HYMN: LORD, I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
 
1 Lord, I want to be a Christian 
in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
2 Lord, I want to be more loving 
in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
3 Lord, I want to be more holy 
in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 
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EASTER FLOWERS 2021 

 

 It’s time once again to get ready for the glory of Easter by helping to beautify our Church 

Sanctuary.  This year, Easter is celebrated on April 4th .  

 

 We offer the following for your consideration and selection.  Please complete the form below 

and forward along with your check to the church office by Sunday, March 28th. 

   

 Thank you for sharing your choices and helping to bring the beauty of Springtime to 

Buckingham’s Easter Celebration.  Please mail your check to Buckingham Presbyterian Church 20 South 

Main St.  Berlin, MD 21811.  Memo Easter Flowers 

 

I would like to order: 

 

___________ 6” Hyacinth @ $8.00 ea. $ _________________ 

  

___________ 6” Tulips @ $8.00 ea. $ _________________ 

  

___________ 6” Daffodils @ $8.00 ea. $ _________________ 

  

  

     TOTAL $ __________________ 

 

Bulletin & Gram Dedication—PLEASE PRINT: 

  

In Memory of _______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

In Honor of _________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Name (s) / Given By ___________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please remember to pick-up your flowers following the 11am Easter worship service. 

 

Due to COVID restrictions, we will not be distributing flowers to the nursing homes.   

If you wish to deliver your flowers to a member who is homebound, please make  your own 

visitation arrangements.  Thank you! 
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April 4, 2021 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering 
 

“You shall be called repairers of the breach.” ~Isaiah 58 
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