BUCKINGHAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

May 23, 2021

DAY OF PENTECOST
11:00 A.M.
Rev. Mark Piedmonte
Music Director – Gregory Fraser
* Congregation will stand
PRELUDE with SILENT PRAYERS: Schubert 3 Valses Nobles
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Updated COVID Guidelines – See Announcements Insert (Hymns that do
not appear in the Presbyterian Hymnal are included on an insert in the bulletin – Singing WITH MASKS ON will be
allowed in worship)
MAY MISSION MOMENT: Dog Food & Toys for U.S. Kennels
INTROIT: “Spirit of the Living God” (PH# 322)
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
All: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.
Leader: Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
All: and they shall prophesy.
Leader: I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below.
All: Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray:
All: Holy God, like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples on the day of
Pentecost, and like a purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds with the message of
salvation. Send your Spirit upon your church in this time and place, stir up our courage, and rouse
us for prophetic witness that we may join with them to proclaim to the world your mighty deeds of
power in Jesus Christ. Amen.
*OPENING HYMN: “Spirit Song” (See Insert)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Leader: Let us call on the name of the One who invites us to speak the truth about ourselves and our
relationships and promises to show us mercy.
All: Holy and Merciful God, we know too well our failures to do as you have commanded and to
hold fast to your word. Forgive us for the divisions we nurture, guide us to your way, keep us in
your care, and lead us into faith. We trust your word that the Spirit of truth will show us all things
and grant us courage and peace. Amen.
MOMENT OF SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Sisters and brothers, God offers forgiveness of our sins and the grace of repentance. Accept God’s
grace, repent of your sin, and be restored to abundant life.
All: We give God thanks and praise! In Christ we are forgiven. Amen.

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is
now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with all of you.
All: And also with you.
YOUTH MESSAGE: “Happy Birthday Church”
Rev. Mark Piedmonte
SONG OF PRAISE: “Every Time I Feel the Spirit!” (PH #315)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Leader: Let us pray:
All: Holy Spirit, come again. As long ago you inspired, astonished, and confused the people,
come to us now to fill our ears with the sound of your breath, fill our eyes with the brilliance
of your presence in each other, fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Mark 2:18-22
Acts 2:1-13
Response to the reading of God’s Word:
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord! All: Thanks be to God!
SERMON: “Punch Drunk”
Rev. Mark Piedmonte
*HYMN: “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” (PH #129)
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Brief Statement of Faith Sections (selected sections)
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by
grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through
Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the
church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among
all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the
voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
PRAYERS FOR JOYS AND CONCERNS (Please be seated)
PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION (Responsive)
Leader: God in your mercy;
All: Hear our prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)
OFFERTORY: Special Pentecost offering
DOXOLOGY / DEDICATION
*CLOSING HYMN: “Sweet, Sweet Spirit!” (See Insert)
*BENEDICTION / RESPONSE: “Go Now in Peace”
POSTLUDE: Schubert/Liszt Soirée de Vienne #6

TODAY, May 23, 2021
9:00am

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Day of Pentecost

CONTEMPORARY Worship Service – Kortright Chapel
Kid’s Church School
11:00am
TRADITIONAL Worship Service – Sanctuary; Greeter is Charles Herpen
10am – 2pm
Youth Fundraiser Car Wash
10:15 – 10:45
Lemonade on the Lawn – hosted by Pastor Mark & Aimee
Brief
Congregational Meeting
THIS WEEK: May 24 - 29, 2021
Monday, May 24
Sharing & Caring 6:30pm
Tuesday, May 25
Pastor Hrs. 3-5pm
Wednesday, May 26
Prayer Shawl Ministry 1-3pm; Pastor Hrs. 1-3pm; High School Youth 5:30-6:30pm
Thursday, May 27
Bible Study 6-7:30pm w/Pastor Mark
Friday, May 28
Pastor Hrs. 10am – Noon
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sunday, May 30
Rev. Kerry Shull Guest Preacher
Monday, May 31
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, June 1
Session Meeting 6:00pm
Tuesday, June 8
Men’s Breakfast at Rayne’s Reef 8:30am
Saturday, June 12
Church grounds spruce-up 8am – Noon
Saturday, June 19
June Dinner – Pick-up, Delivery, or Picnic 4-5:30pm – more info below
 What’s Your Hurry? The Immediate Impact of Mark’s Gospel for Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow –
A summer sermon/study series beginning in June. Every Sunday this summer and into the fall we will
focus on one chapter of Mark’s Gospel, starting with the first and going all the way to the end – 16 in all. As
we do, I encourage you to read ahead and read the entire chapter for the week so by the end of the series
you will have read the entire Gospel. A reading guide, study points and questions for reflection will be made
available on weekly handouts and in summer Grams. Want to go deeper? Come to a weekly Bible
study. All are invited Thursday nights (6 PM in Taylor) where we will examine our questions as we read
through the Gospel together chapter by chapter, week by week. Let’s enjoy Mark’s Gospel the way it was
meant to be – as a community, gathered safely, with hearts and minds open to receiving and believing the
good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
 Fun & Fellowship: Car Wash Fundraiser Sunday, May 23rd in the Parking Lot 10am – 2pm – Bring your
car in to get sparkly clean; Enjoy Lemonade on the Lawn 10:15 – 11:45 hosted by Pastor Mark and Aime;
Congregational Meeting will be held to vote on accepting Patricia Rouch on Session to finish out the
current year.
 Trustees: Trustees need your help to spruce up the church grounds with weeding, planting, and mulching.
We plan on June 12th from 8am – Noon. It’s always lots of fun and fellowship when we join together to get
a job done.
 June Dinner – Saturday, June 19 Drive-up or Delivery or enjoy your dinner at our picnic tables in the yard
4-5:30pm. Menu: Hot dogs, Hamburgers, Baked Beans, fixin’s, and Dessert. Place your orders before
Thursday, June 17th using the sign-up sheets at Church or by calling or texting Cindi Pruitt (443-880-5502).
Indicate how many dinners you need as well as whether you will pick-up or would like delivery. This is an
outreach to our church and community. If you know of anyone who is suffering emotionally, physically, or
financially, please order an extra dinner or 2 and share with them!
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COVID Relief for INDIA: We’ve all seen the devastation in India as COVID wreaks havoc there. Session
has approved a special collection to help. All loose cash offerings for the remaining Sundays in May will go
to various relief efforts. If you wish to write a check, please write “India” in the memo line. You may also
place in an envelope marked “India.” (NOTE: The Mission Committee has generously offered to
match funds collected!)
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Updated COVID Safety Guidelines: As we all know, the state and federal guidance on COVID safety
precautions are constantly changing and therefore present a constant challenge to churches! The Session
met May 18 and has decided on the following best practices for our church:
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Masks are option for any OUTSIDE events;
Masks are required INSIDE the church while moving around the building;
Masks may be REMOVED once seated in worship, in a class, or in a meeting;
Singing WITH MASKS ON will be allowed in worship;
Social distancing of at least 3-6 feet will still be maintained for indoor activities – couples and
families may sit together;
We will continue to refrain from passing the peace and collection plates – we will soon celebrate
touchless communion services;
And of course, keep those hands washed and sanitized! If you have any symptoms, please stay
home and stay safe.

o
o

Please Note: First and foremost, it is our goal to protect all our members of every age and to make our
guests feel welcome and safe. While most of the population is now eligible to receive vaccinations, some
(like children under 12) still are not. And because we are blessed to have so many children in our midst,
we want to be sure we are protecting them. (Plus, schools in MD are still requiring masks and other similar
precautions.) Please also note, that those who are not fully vaccinated* are encouraged to always wear a
mask. And those who are vaccinated may feel free to wear a mask if they choose.
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BPC Session continues to discern this issue at its every meeting and will make adjustments as
needed. (We meet again on June 1.) Thank you all for your cooperation. Let’s keep praying to keep
moving forward and for the whole world to be healed.
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*(“Fully Vaccinated” is defined as 2 weeks past the second dose of either the Pfizer or Moderna or one
dose of the Johnson and Johnson vaccinations.)


Public Broadcasts and Private Prayer Requests – BPC’s services are broadcast live via ZOOM every week,
with a recording of the service then posted on social media. During our services, we always ask for prayers of
concern and we’re happy to pray for all who are named aloud in the moment. If, though, you have prayers which
you would rather not share publicly or have broadcast, please feel free to write them down and place in the
prayer request box before or after service. These prayers will be prayed for privately and collectively in service.
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WE STOP FOR SIRENS –
It is our church’s practice to pause when we hear a siren and pray for everyone
involved. We may not know who it is or the situation for which the sirens are
sounding - but we trust that God will hear our prayers and will be present for
whomever needs love and care in the moment.
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O let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love;
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.
O let Him have the things that hold you, And His Spirit, like a dove,
will descend upon your life and make you whole.
Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are
filled with joy; Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name.
O give Him all your tears and sadness; give Him all your years of pain,
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. Refrain

O let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love;
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.
O let Him have the things that hold you, And His Spirit, like a dove,
will descend upon your life and make you whole.
Refrain: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are
filled with joy; Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name.
O give Him all your tears and sadness; give Him all your years of
pain, And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. Refrain

CLOSING HYMN: SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT
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There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been
revived, When we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive
Till you know Him in His fullness and believe;
You're the one to profit when you say,
"I am going to walk with Jesus all the way." Refrain
If you say He saved you from your sin,
Now you're weak, you're bound and cannot enter in,
You can make it right if you will yield,
You'll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel. Refrain
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